
Call for Papers: War, Travel, Travel Writing

A one-day international, inter-disciplinary conference at the University 
of East Anglia, 29th November 2014, organised by the War-and-
Representation network (WAR-Net).

Some of the oldest Western texts - Homer’s epics or Herodotus’s 
Histories - combine the experience of war with encountering foreign 
people and places. For combatants, the protracted nostos, or 
homecoming, is as much part of war as was the journey to a faraway 
battlefield. For civilians, deportation, evacuation, expulsion and 
displacement are often deeply traumatic. For those observing military 
conflict, travelling through a war zone can be exhausting, exhilarating 
or exasperating. For those merely travelling around or above it, it can 
be just as fatal as we have seen in regards to MH017. Conditions of 
war also produced the kind of document now officially used for 
identification - the passport. 

This interdisciplinary conference broadly examines all manner of 
issues relating to war and travel, and more specifically issues relating 
to the representation of war and travel in the fields of museum studies, 
literature, psychology, theatre, military history and war studies, 
ethnography, gender, film, media, and others.  

Possible Topics/research questions

• Travel writing about war / war writing about travel.
• Gender, travel and war.
• The role of the war reporter/foreign correspondent.
• International organisations (Médecins Sans 
Frontières, the UN, the Red Cross, Crescent, Crystal). 
• Museums and wars in foreign places.
• Forced travel, trauma and the aftermath of war.
• The encounter with the other: enemy, alien, “native”.
• “Foreign experience” in expansionist imperialist 
practice, military recruitment and war propaganda.
• The effect of digital media on the representation of 

war and travel (blogs, Twitter, social media sites, e-
journalism, war games).

Keynote Speakers:

Professor Tim Youngs is the director of the Centre for Travel Writing Studies at Nottingham Trent University 
and the founding editor of Studies in Travel Writing. He has written or edited nine books, mostly on travel 
writing, among them Beastly Journeys: Travel and Transformation at the Fin-de-Siècle  (2013) and The 
Cambridge Introduction to Travel Writing (2013).
  
Dr Muireann O’Cinneide (National University of Ireland, Galway) is the author of Aristocratic Women and the 
Literary Nation, 1831-1867 (2008) and has published on narratives of the First Afghan War, on Victorian 
travellers’ bodies, and on class, authority and the reception of knowledge in women’s travel writing. 

The conference is organised by Petra Rau (UEA) and Kate McLoughlin (University of Oxford). Please email 
300-word abstracts by 20th September 2014 to P.rau@uea.ac.uk, specifying the conference title in the 
subject line.
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